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THE 


COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


* 


Tuespay, 6 November, 1792. 


Andire eft opera pretium, procedere recte 


Qui rem Romanam Latiumque augefcere vultis, ENN1U8, 
Thou, that in News-Room holdeft fierce debate 
On Britain’s glory or its fallen fate, 
To thee I call :’’—with willing ear attend, 
And hear the counfeis of your Country friend 
Small is my fee ; for who would e’« 


2 he 


Two-prpENce for wifdom or for wit to pay 
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T HE paffion for News and the love of 
dabbling in Politics, which diftinguifh our nation 
above all others, are not confined to the Capital 
alone, but have found their way to the remoteft 
parts of the kingdom. In confirmation of this 


remark, we may obferve that in almoft every 


market-town a room 1s fet apart for the ufe of 


thofe, who wifh to be acquainted with the events 
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of the day. Hither Country Politicians and rural 
{tatefmen haften on the arrival of the Poft from 
London, and according to their different tenets 
vilify or extol the Conftitution. 


Tue News-Room is a place of fo general refort, and 
is productive of fo many advantages, not only to 
thofe who frequent it, but to the body of the people 
in the Country, that it well deferves the notice and 
commendation of the Country Spectator. I fhall, 
therefore devote to-day’s fpeculation to a difplay of 
the great utility of News-rooms, and fhall fubjoin a 
few rules, which may be of ufe to the company, who 
affemble there. Since, however, it is fcarcely pof- 
fible that I fhould write on fuch a fubject without 
betraying my own Political fentiments, and fince I 
do not wifh to make profelytes of my Readers by 
taking them off their guard, I think proper to ad- 
monifh them, that I myfelf am a ftanch friend to 
Democracy. It is not necefflary that I fhould give my 
particular reafons for having efpoufed the caufe of 
the people, fince nine Authors out of ten have done 
the fame, and fince it feems perfectly natural that 
they all fhould do fo. If a declaimer can by his 
eloquence perfuade the people that they are oppref- 
{fed by their governors, and can incite them to take 
the power into their own hands, he may furely hope 
to be rewarded for having meliorated their condi- 


tion: and tho’ there is fome danger that his zeal for 
their happinefs may be mifconftrued into turbulence 
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and fedition, and that the mob, blind to their own 
intereft, may turn with fury on their Teachers, yet 
what can they doto us Authors? They cannot give | 
vent to their refentment by laying wafte our /ana; 


and as to our houfes;——we live in /odgings. 


In eftimating the benefits, which every Town 
derives from its News-room, we mutt contider how 
far it contributes, by reducing the price of News, to 
make the inhabitants better acquainted with the 
Papers. It is not poffible to form any accurate cal- 
culations on this head, as it muft depend on many 
extraneous circum{tances, which no calculator can 
take into the account. We may, perhaps, lay it 
down asa general rule, that of the fubicribers to 
every Room, not above one in ten would take in a 
Paper to himfelf. I fhall, therefore, in my enume- 
ration of the advantages arifing from thefe admira- 
ble inftitutions, confider them as folely producing 
an effect, to which they contribute in fo great a 


degree. 


Tue News-room, then, is a fource of ufeful infor- 

mation to all,. who vifitit. The Papers, it is wel] 

: known, are among the moft inftructive and elegant 
compofitions of the prefent day. They feldom, in- 
deed, difplay much extent of learning or depth of 
thought; thefe they very prudently leave to the 
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‘ compilers of thofe huge mufty volumes, which load 
the ihelves of libraries ; but thev teach us (what are 
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of infinitely greater importance) life and man- 
ners, and acquaint. us with the moft interefting 
events of the age, in which welive. By means of 
them we know on what day in laft week his Majefty 
went a hunting, or the Princeffes took the air in the 
Park ; we learn at what hour of the morning the 
Prince walks on the Steyne, and at what races the 
Duke of York was the only gentleman on the turf. 
This and the like interefting intelligence is gene- 
rally made known thro’ all the towns in our lati- 
tude, within eighty or a hundred hours after the 
events actually took place. 


Bur the Papers are never fo extenfively ufeful, as 
in the difcuffion of political fubjects. The freedom 
of fpeech, which they employ on thefe occafions, 
affifts greatly in enlarging our ideas and divefting 
our minds of the filly prejudices, which we all, 
more or lefs, inherit from our forefathers. Some of 
them, indeed, affect to fpeak with reverence of 
the Miniftry and our glorious Conflitution ; but all 
the reputable and inde pendent Prints wilde dif- 


play the corruptions, which difgrace our Church 


and State ; and that we may not be bigotted to our 
Religion or Reli 


gious eftablifhments, their writers 
very laudably and ingenioufly compofe jokes on our 
In a word, they teach us to 
defpife the flavith reftraints, which all governments 
eee and convince us that our Rulers deferve 
e by the patience, with which they bear it. 


Bithops and Clergy. 
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Thefe notions properly diffufed enlighten the under- 
{tandings of the Country people, and cannot fail to 
kindle in their bofoms the fire of patriotifm ; for 
which reafon a News-Room is in a Country-Town 
what the fun is in the fyftem of the univerfe ; it dif- 
penfes /ight and heat to the furrounding bodies. Ir 
is, therefore, one of the fortreiles, which protec 
our liberties: without it we fhould few of us know 
how our Reprefentatives are acting in Parliament, 
ner fhould we be able to gain any genuine political 
information, unlefs from the Aighis of Man, and one 
or two other good Books, which are fold cheap, 
tho’ not under value, for the benefit of the Poor. 


Tue News-Room is, moreover, an excellent 
fchool for young ftudents in the art of oratory. | 
lately vifited one of thefe places, in a certain town of 
my diftrict, where a Politician was holding forth 
with exultation on the Duke of Brunfwick’s inglo- 
rious retreat. I could not help forming a compari- 
{fon betwixt the fcene then before me and that ina 
London Coftee-houfe ; which is certainly lefs con- 
venient for haranguing than the Country News- 
room. Inthe former, before an Orator has fpoken 
ten minutes, he is interrupted by a waiter with a 
meflage from fome impertinent coxcomb in the op- 
pofite box, who depo/es that he came thither for the 
purpofe of reading and not of hearing.’ If the 
{peaker has any modefty, he is com 


t elled to be ii- 
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) 
led to depart. 


lent; if he has none, he is compe 
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I have known one of thefe clamorous Politicians 
fairly oufied by an advertifement inferted in his fa- 
vorite Paper, declaring that “ The ugly gentleman 
«in the ftriped coat, who fits in one of the corner 
« boxes of the Chapter Coffee-houfe, and harangues 
« his neighbours every morning from half paft ele- 
«ven to one o’clock, is a general nuifance: 
“ refolved, that he be turned out.’”’ But in the 
Country, where people are better bred, this un- 
civil behaviour is never practifed; and no man 
will interrupt his learned friend in the middle of a 
{fpeech, for the fake of reading the news. I would, 
therefore, advife all Gentlemen who are in training 


for Coachmaker’s Hall, for Debating Cellars, or for any 


other places of political difcuffion in Town, where 
young fpeakers are liable to be abafhed by interrup- 
tions from the audience, to begin their career in 
fome {nug News-room in the North: and thus, 
when the advantages of fuch an education become 
generally Known, they may boaft of their early 
practice, as the Country barber fignifies by a board 
over his door, that he has ftudied in London. 


I must recollect, however, that I am probably 
writing to many, who will never move out of the 
circle of Country Politics. I fhall, therefore, con- 
clude this week’s Effay by advifing them, and in- 
deed, all who are of the fraternity however difperfed, 
to fix their political opinions ; that whenever they 
are called upon, they may be able to make the fame 
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honeft declaration, which I voluntarily made in 
the beginning of this Paper. But fince it is not always 
eafy for men to know precifely what opinions they 
hold, and fince a conformity to fome Creed is the 
ufual method of difcovering the principles and be- 
lief of thofe, who believe any thing at all, and even 
of thofe who * believe nothing, I fhall fubjoin two 
Political Creeds, one for the ufe of each of the great 
fects, into which the French and, of courfe, the 
Englifo areat this day divided. They, who do /iben- 
ter et ex animo fubfcribe to either of thefe fets of arti- 
cles, may be affured that they are orthodox in the te~ 
nets of their refpective fects. There may, indeed, 
be found feveral perfons of nice confciences, who 
will not conform to a fingle article in either of thefe 
forms of belief ; but fuch fellows I confider as here. 
tics, who are determined to think for themfelves ; 
and, therefore, it 1s needlefs that I fhould offer 
them any rules, by which they may model their 
opinions. 


Lut ARISTOCRAT’s Creep. 


I, I believe that virtue and talents are attached to dignity of birth ; 


which is the reafon that all Kings are great and good men. 


II, I believe in the Right Hon. Edmund Burke, who reflefed 
on the } M4 neh Revolut on, 
f1I. I beheve that nothine can legally be done in Church or 


State without a precedent; which is the better for being 
found in the annals of the 11th Century. 


YT 7 ,* } 7 * ¢ 
IV. I believe that the vulgar in all countries are a low fet of peo- 
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ple, fit only to fubmit to their betters; that they are every 
where treated with too much lenity ; and that they ought not 

to imagine that they are of any importance. 
V. Laftly, I believe that whatever is, is right ; and, therefore; 
that nothing in our prefent form of government can be wrong. 


Tut DEMOCRAT’s CretEp 


will be fomewhat longer than the former, which 
arifes from my better acquaintance with the princi- 
ples of my own party, than with thofe of any other. 


I believe that all genius and virtue refides among the peo- 
ple, who are difdainfully called the Mob. 

I believe in Tho’. Paine and in every fyllable of the Rights 
of Man ; in the Editor of the Morning Poft ; and m a cer- 
tain impartial publication, which ought to be more ge- 
nerally read, called the Jockey Club, 

I believe that all men are naturally equal, not in talents or 
integrity, which are, afd ever will be, real diftin@ions; but 
in the abfence of all diftin@ions whatever. 

I believe that a popular government is the leaft exception- 
able form of government, but that all government fhould 
be made unpopular. 

I believe that the prefent age is more virtuous and en- 
lightened than any preceding one, as may be proved from 
the fpirit of reform, which all Europe is introducing into 
Church and State. 

I believe that my anceilors had no right to tran{mit a form 
of government to me, for which reafon'J will not be aid- 
ing and abetting in tran{mitting any form of government to 
my poflerity. 

I believe that all men have their Rights, except the King, 
and that he has no right at all to have any. 

Laftly, 1 believe that whatever is, is wrong ; and, there- 


fore, that oppolition to the prefent fyflem, whatever it is, 
is right. | 
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